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STEVE BERSWONE

PHOTOGRAPHY

For Photographer Steve Bertone,
“It’s all about the relationships
we have with all living things.”

It is these relationships that inspire
theexpressiveimagerythatappears
in Steve’s compelling photography.
Animal photography can be very
challenging. The results depend
not necessarily on the mechanics,
but on the personal skills of the
photographer to engage with the
animal at the precise moment the
photograph is taken. One must be
prepared for the unknown and be
able to connect with the spirit of

their subject...to study the actions
and language of the animal in order
to anticipate their every move,
so that a special moment can be
captured forever.

It is this understanding of animals
and the communication that takes
place between Steve and his
subject that delivers such stellar,
award-winning results in his
photography.
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Success Magazine: What drives you
in this specialized field of professional
photography?

Steve Bertone: My strong will, my
drive to overcome challenges and
to creatively achieve was inherited
from my parents. My grandparents
were born in Italy and my parents
were the first generation of my
family to be born in the United
States. Growing up, I witnessed the
challenges they all had—and the
innovative solutions they created
to better their lives. I came from a
very strong Italian heritage and was
taught by my parents, whatever I
do, to do it well, build it strong, and
do the best with what I choose to
do in life.

SM: You have battled through cancer
and have grown stronger because of
it. Where do you find your strength

to overcome adversity?

SB:Mystrength to overcome adversity
comes from my faith. My faith will

never fail me and has been, and
continues to be, the strength behind
what I want to achieve in life. I rely
on my faith to help me overcome any
obstacles that are in my path. I have
no thoughts of failure and believe
failure in what I want to achieve is
not an option. We are all tested ...
and those who meet adversity, look
challenge in the eye and work hard
(and smart) can achieve whatever
dream they desire.

SM: How do you use this same
strength to help you succeed in
business?

SB: I use this strength in various
ways to be successful. I work to
do right by others, and look for
peace and stability in the people
that surround me. Through these
positive interactions, I have been
able to overcome obstacles that
have arisen during the journey.
Motivation is indeed real and we all
have the ability to use it, build on it,
and remain inspired by it.



SM: You are a true entrepreneur
in commerce here in the Capital
Region. You own several successful
businesses aside from being a premier
photographer. Is it difficult to juggle
the different roles you play?

SB: I do not find it difficult to juggle
my different businesses as I thrive
on the daily challenges to satisfy my
clients and customers. It provides
the adrenaline which fuels operating
multiple businesses. Perhaps the
most important piece of wisdom I've
learned is having the proper people in
key positions makes all the difference.
I look for good, solid people who are
dedicated, loyal, and have integrity.
With these attributes they will be able
to overcome adversity and obstacles
as I have.

SM: Is your work ethic innate or
something that you have learned
throughout your life?

SB: My work ethic is certainly innate.
Over the years, my work ethic has
been strengthened by my family
growing up—and by interactions
with people I work with on a daily
basis. My goal is to always find ways
to improve what I am working on,
and to be successful where others
have failed. We never stop learning
and must continue to grow ... and I
certainly plan to never retire!

“Recently we had the wonderful opportunity of meeting Steve Bertone and
working with him at our farm in Middleburgh, New York. Steve visited
us several times and took the most amazing photographs of our horses.
They are gorgeous, natural, and capture the beauty of Thoroughbreds. We
are so lucky to have such great photographs of our horses. The time we
spent with Steve was warm, comforting, and lots of fun. Steve is a talented
photographer and, more importantly, a sweet man with a generous heart
and soul. We will treasure the wonderful photos of our horses and the
friendship we now share with Steve. We look forward to making more

fabulous memories with Steve in the future.”

SM: You own a commercial real
estate company. How did this come
to fruition? Why was this a path you
decided to go down?

-John and Patty Lavelle
Windhorse Thoroughbreds, LLC

SB: My mother and father were in
real estate and I watched them and
interacted with them all my life. I do
not believe you can go wrong with
real estate. I continue to work with
real estate and became successful with
the help of my family and, later, my
associates, colleagues,
and tenants. Without having key
players, people who I trust involved in
my business, I would not have achieved
what I have today.

management

SM: You also have a professional
industrial cleaning business. How
did you get into this industry?

SB: I got started in the cleaning
business through my cousin. He began
a cleaning business and asked me to
help him on some of his jobs. I enjoyed
the real “science” of treating flooring,
carpeting, and upholstery. I eventually
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began my own cleaning business. I
went to school to receive certifications
in fire and floor restoration and carpet
cleaning, and was trained to become
a carpet inspector for manufacturers.
One of our longest tenured cleaning
accounts is the Albany International
Airport for which we have won awards
for our service.

SM: You have a good business
sense and have made some wise
investments, but your real passion is
for photography. What do you love

most about capturing images?

SB: Pleasing people with memories
they can treasure forever.

SM: Your photographic journey
began back when you were just
fourteen years old. How has your
passion evolved over time?

SB: Growing up in Queens, New
York, I had endless experiences and
opportunities to photograph the New
York City skyline,landscapes,and cultural
events. After moving upstate, I began to
focus on pets and equine photography.
'This continues to this day. I have always
owned animals (or might I say they have
always owned me!) and truly appreciate
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what they bring into our lives.

SM: What aspect of photography

speaks to you the most?

SB:Ibelieve what speaks to me the most
is striving to capture the personality of
each subject I am photographing.I take
great care to shoot the most artistic
and real photos showing the subject’s
emotion and personality.

SM: What exactly led you to equine
photography?

SB: While I have loved horses all my
life, I would have an allergic reaction
whenever 1 was around them. One
day, as I fell in love with a very special
woman who also loved horses, we were
photographing several mares and my
allergies to horses literally disappeared.
True story. If nothing else, this proves
humans have the ability to overcome,
along with the spiritual power of love,
while doing something we are passionate
about. While this may make no sense
medically, it does indeed make sense
humanistically. I testify to that. Even
after all these years, I have never again
had an allergic reaction to a horse.

SM: What was your experience
with animals before you began
photographing them professionally?
Have you always had a connection
with animals?

SB: I believe it is my calling to work
with animals, as I feel I have an innate
attunement with nature. I also believe 1
haveanatural rapportand understanding
of animals and they know this. This
understanding makes the animal I am
photographing feel comfortable around




me and to pose for me naturally.

SM: How does your compassion
contribute to your success in the

field?

SB: I believe my compassion is
necessary to really listen to a client
and understand what they want in a
photograph. I am attentive to detail
and about meeting
the client’s specific needs. I am very
passionate about my photography
and I believe my passion shows in my
prints. I am also extremely demanding
of myself, setting high goals to attain
the perfect shot.

conscientious

SM: Why do horses, in particular,

interest you?

SB: I have loved horses all my life. I
have found them to be highly intelligent
animals and believe they are absolutely
beautiful to photograph. Their bodies
have a natural grace and fluidity, and
their personality can be easily seen
in their movements. I am proud to
be working with the Saratoga Polo
Club, and am very appreciative for my
friendship with Jim Rossi, Managing
Partner, and Mike Bucci, Chairman,
of this wonderful landmark, who has

given me this worthwhile opportunity
to capture the moments of the
artistic sport of polo. Quite honestly,
photographing polo is not work for me
as much as it is a pleasure.

SM:Howareyouabletocommunicate
your wishes to the animals you
work with? Is there an element of
understanding between you?

SB: 'This is perhaps the most difficult
question. I simply have been given
a gift to communicate with animals
and can only say whatever it is, it is
something for which I am grateful and
wish to share with others.

SM: You are a philanthropist and
truly have a giving spirit. How does
that serve you in business and in your
personal life?

SB: I would like to share two pieces
of my philosophy here: 1) Don’t keep
score and 2) Remember what goes
around, comes around. Sounds very
cliché, I know, yet it is a bit of wisdom
that proves itself time and time again.

SM: What advice would you give
someone looking to follow their
passion?

“Steve Bertone has done an excellent
job photographing many of our matches
and events this year. His attention to
detail, eye for the action shots as well
as his ability to capture the personality
of our horses and competitors has our

clients raving about his wonderful work.
We can recommend Steve to anyone
seeking an equine photographer.”

-Jim Rossi

Owner Saratoga Polo

SB: I would give the same advice that
was given to me. No matter what you
do with your life, always be the best at
what you choose. Make it your passion.
No one can ever take that passion away
from you.

When I visited Patty and John Lavelle,
owners of Windhorse Thoroughbreds,
I was impressed by the horses that
showed how much love and nourishing
attention they all receive.  After
watching their beautiful horses in
action, I do believe the Lavelle’s have a
winning horse in their stable that will
take everyone by surprise.
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STEVE BERTONE PHOTOGRAPHY
@fa[ay/ayzé/ wilh a hear?

Pet Photographer ¢ Equine Photographer + Signature Prints

office: 518-664-3738 | cell: 518-461-8111
www.stevebertonephotography.com



